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Live music is hard to support. Something
else usually has to pay the bills, like alco-
hol or food.

But in northern New Brunswick, a
block from the water, there’s a spot de-
signed solely with the listening experi-
ence in mind.

“We always say, ‘We sell music,’” said
Paul Chapman, one of the three owners
of Studio 2 in Bathurst.

The place is dimly lit, the sound is care-
fully set and the tables and chairs are all
pointed toward the stage. The owners
like to come out to introduce the acts.

The idea was to be the “show” por-
tion of the “dinner and a show” equa-
tion. They thought they could draw the
35-plus crowd.

They guessed right.
But they’ve also tapped into much

more.
Whether by the campfire, with the

family or alone at home – music is com-
mon ground throughout this region.And
local people are not only appreciating it,
they’re making it.

“Performance Night” now provides
three to four hours of music every Thurs-
day. Professional musicians often appear
on stage, and original music is always en-
couraged.

Studio 2 has also recently expanded to
create a home for a downtown market
next door. A lot was built with the same
recycled barn boards they used to build
the bar and the stage.

But at the very first, the goal was sim-
ple – sustain a place with Saturday night
shows alone. And do it with a small, in-
timate crowd.

They can fit 60 to 100 people. The
crowd is usually made up of all sorts of
people, of all different ages and back-
grounds. Everyone appreciates music.

“We say we’re trilingual,” Chapman
said.“French, English and Music.”

***
Studio 2 is found off Main Street in

Bathurst, near a major intersection.

Steps lead down from the sidewalk to a
4,000-square-foot terrace.

In the summer, vendors set up outside
on Saturdays. And in the winter, tunnels
are carved through the snowbanks to get
to the doors.

Renting this space made sense.
Paul Chapman and Rene Guitar have

operated businesses together for years.
They use to have space downtown that
they nicknamed, “The Studio.” They

worked there some during the week, and
tried to learn three songs“really well”on
weekends.

But friends brought friends, and the
group grew. Music attracts people.

The idea for Studio 2 eventually
formed, Gilles Dumas got involved, and
they found a great location.

The place looked very different at first.
Chapman gives all the credit for esthetic
vision to Guitar.

“Anything visual absolutely comes out
of his head,”Chapman said.

Walls were knocked out. Barn boards
were used to build as much as possible.
Unused tables and chairs were found, in-
cluding the public seating from the old
city council chambers, which now forms
the row directly in front of the stage.

“We definitely wanted it to look like
home,”Guitar said.

Local art and old instruments now
decorate the walls.

A local soundman and musician sold
them a good system, and let them pay for
it over a year. He still came around and
helped set everything up for many of the
shows.

Chapman sometimes says the place was
built with nothing – but he refers only to
the money. He’s quick to mention all the
help and donations that actually made
the place possible. They called on many
resources.

“It was a little bit like jumping out of
an airplane with all the parts of the para-
chute,” he said.“You have to assemble it
before you hit bottom.”

They pulled it together, and had their
first show on Sept. 12, 2014, with Danny
Boudreau – the professional musician
from Petit-Rocher, with seven albums to
his name.

Boudreau said Studio 2 is great for the
area. While there are a couple intimate
venues nearby, they’re all geared toward
French music.

“Studio 2 is opened to French and Eng-
lish music,”Boudreau said.“That’s one of
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1. Public seating from the old Bathurst City Hall council chamber were recycled to become the
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eps lead down from the sidewalk to Studio 2. It’s dimly lit inside, with the tables and chairs all pointed
edients that make up this relatively new venue, offering musicians of all stripes a chance to share their

the strong points, I believe.”
Chapman says he has no concerns

about booking French or English acts.
Both audiences come to the shows. In
fact, it’s really all the same crowd.

“Bathurst is very bilingual now,”Chap-
man said.“They will welcome musicians
in any language, very happily.”

A few local promoters, and great “am-
bassadors of local music,” like John Bou-
lay, have helped build the impressive list
of musicians that have already appeared
on the stage.

The list includes big names, like the Ju-
no Award winners – Steve Hill and Gar-
ret Mason. It also includes rising New
Brunswick talents, like Keith Hallet,
John Richard and Pierre Guitard. It was
nominated for the Music NB venue of
the year award in its very first year.

And while the quality of performers
to come through the doors is a point of
pride, the owners speak especially high-
ly of the Performance Night.

“Thursday night is happening because
of the Thursday night talent that comes
to perform, just for the love of per-
forming,”said Guitar.“That’s validation.”

***
Jeff Russell hosts the Performance

Night at Studio 2.
As a lifelong musician, Russell re-

turned to the area years ago, after being
away for well over a decade. He hoped
to find something similar to what he
enjoyed in Vancouver, where serious
musicians played regularly in small
venues.

When Studio 2 opened, Russell, his
brother, and the owners all saw the po-
tential. They all wanted something
more than one microphone in the cor-
ner with a speaker. They wanted space
for the“real musicians in town.”

“The ones that don’t have a place to
play,” Russell said, while sitting in the
back room of Studio 2. “That was the
dream.”

With monitors, lights and multiple

mikes, musicians have more than they
could have ever wanted.Russell said the
atmosphere instills confidence, and al-

so encourages everyone to step up their
game.

Russell will walk around and ask
people if they plan on playing later in
the night. Sometimes they’ll say no, and
Russell thinks that’s great.

“That’s cool that people want to do a
good job,” he said. “They don’t want to
go up there and just represent them-
selves poorly, just because maybe they
had a little too much to drink, you know.
They want to give a performance.”

The night is fostering exactly what
they had hoped. New musicians have
unexpectedly meshed on stage, musi-
cians share and receive feedback, and
“hidden talents” are being inspired to
take the stage. Sometimes for their very

first time.
***

Eric Boudreau jumped up and grabbed
a guitar. He didn’t say anything, to any-
one.

It was his third or fourth time at Per-
formance Night, and there was a short
lull. It was around 1 a.m., and the front
row was still filled with people.

It was his first time on stage.
“I was very nervous, I’ll tell ya,”he said

later.“I didn’t expect it.”
The lights hit his face and he couldn’t

see a thing, other than flashes from the
cameras. He was surprised to hear the
guitar so clearly through the monitor.

Music was always big in his family –
his uncle is Danny Boudreau – but he
had played mostly around campfires, or
at Christmas parties. But that night he
wanted to get up.

His first two songs went well, he
thought. But he started getting into
trouble on the third one. He was forget-
ting the words, and losing the rhythm.

He saw his friend come to stage, pick
up a bass and start playing along. It
helped.

Then, out of nowhere, he heard drums
behind him. Then he heard a harmon-
ica. Then he heard backup singers.

They “saved” him, he said. The song
turned out great.

“That just goes to show how welcom-
ing it is at the Studio 2,” he said.“Every-
body is welcomed with open arms, and
it’s such a good vibe.”

***
“People are very, very comfortable

here,” Chapman said. “And that’s our
payback.”

Chapman likes how music addresses
and heals many things. It contributes
to the economy, it brings people down-
town, and it helps create and strengthen
a community.

“Music is a bridge builder,”he said.
With this in mind, expanding to incor-

porate a downtown market within the
first year seems perfectly in line with
the ambitions of the venue.

“How can anybody lose here?” Chap-
man thought, when the idea for the
market first popped up.

For Guitar, the market has been a
big sign that they’ve been moving in
the right direction. It has grown from a
handful of vendors to more than 30 in
under six months, and it keeps attract-
ing new visitors.

Other than that, Guitar said he real-
ly hasn’t had time to sit back and ap-
preciate everything that has happened.
Things moved fast, and they’re still play-
ing catch up.

And there’s still plenty to do.There are
lots of artists they hope to see on stage.

But by all accounts, it’s been working
out. They’ve created the exact atmos-
phere they hoped for. And after a year,
they’re seeing the same faces enjoying
the shows, and have been watching local
musicians get better and better.

“It worked because we got lots of
support from the musicians in Bath-
urst, and we got lots of support from
the music listening community,” Chap-
man said. ”All they have to do is come.
Some people give you five bucks for a
beer, and they feel bad they don’t have
a tip. But to me, ‘You’re here man, that’s
my tip. You’ve tipped me just by show-
ing up.’”

AdamHodnett
isa freelancewriterandvideographer
based innorthernNewBrunswick

“They don’t want to go up
there and just represent
themselves poorly, just
because maybe they
had a little too much
to drink, you know.
They want to give a
performance.
jeff russell

the front row at Studio 2. 2. The Studio 2 sign from Main Street. The steps lead down to a 4,000-square-foot terrace, where vend-
um kit, a bass and two of the many microphones. 4. Vendors and customers in the back corner of the Saturday market at Studio 2. 5.

wner, Paul Chapman, in front of the stage at Studio 2 after the market on Nov. 21. 7. John Richard, right, performs at Studio 2 on Nov.
wns, left, accompanied him on lead guitar. Both are originally from Campbellton. 8. Rene Guitar, one of the three co-owners of Studio
the Saturday market. 9. Eric Beaudoin performing at Performance Night on Nov. 26. 10. Jeff Russell, the host of Performance Night

market. It is one of the few places on the North Shore where you can get specialty coffees. 11. Gilles Dumas behind the bar at Studio 2.
Night at Studio 2. Photos: AdAm hodNett
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