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Valdron gets six years in home invasion
AdAm Hodnett
The Tribune

Kurt Valdron, 38, of
Dalhousie was sentenced to six years in
prison, with eight months of that sentence having already been served in
custody.
On July 20 around 1:30 a.m., Valdron
and another man entered the Victoria
Street apartment of the male victim in
Dalhousie with masks and a shotgun.
They demanded money.
The victim was pushed to the ground,
and when he looked up, he was threatened, and hit on the back of the head
with the butt of the shotgun.
Valdron was identified on his way out,
and arrested shortly after. The gun was
found up the street from the robbery
and it had his fingerprints on it.
Valdron was sentenced on March 10
in Campbellton provincial court for
robbery, break and enter, threatening,
pointing the shotgun, using the shotgun in a reckless manner, and being disguised with a mask.
“Only incarceration in a penitentiary
will address this offence,”said Judge Camille Dumas.
Prior to this incident, Valdron had
been in prison on two separate occasions, once 30 days and another time
for 60 days.
The defence attorney, Rod Duguay,
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read from the pre-sentence report,
which Valdron agreed with.
“Mr. Valdron started drinking at the
early age of 12 years old and he never
stopped. It states in there that he turned
27 and realized he was alcoholic and admits that he still is,”Duguay said.
“Alcohol ruined my life,”Valdron told
the courtroom.
“Your behaviour spiralled down to
the level where you committed some of
the most serious offences set out in the
Criminal Code,” said Dumas, who considered the different elements of the
crime before handing down the sentence, and compared them with similar cases.
He emphasized the severity of home
invasions, and pointed out that even
the police need a search warrant if they
want to enter a home without permission.
“It is conduct that cannot be tolerated,”Dumas said.
He also weighed the psychological impacts on victims.
“Home invasion must be one of
every homeowners worst nightmares,”
Dumas said.
The victim’s impact statement said
that a lump on his neck, where he was
struck by the gun, is still being looked at
by doctors, and that he has been in pain
since the incident.
“Physical injuries will heal,” Dumas

Kurt Valdron of Dalhousie leaves Campbellton provincial court after an appearance last year. Photo: Tribune file

“That shows how serious that offence
is,”Dumas said.
Dumas also considered the fact that
a certain amount of premeditation and
planning were required, and that Valdron knew the victims.
Along with the jail term, Dumas

said. “The psychological ones last, and
last for a long time. Sometimes you cannot get rid of it.”
Because a firearm was involved, the
minimum sentence would be four
years. The maximum could be life in
prison.

ordered a lifetime ban from all firearms, a DNA sample for the DNA bank,
and a recommendation that Valdron
get psychiatric attention.
Another man had been charged as the
second individual in the home invasion,
but was acquitted after trial.
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CAMPBELLTON – Kyle McKay, 27, of Dalhousie was sentenced to 15 months in
jail for a series of break-ins in Campbellton in October 2012.
Judge Camille Dumas handed down
the sentencing in provincial court on
Tuesday. McKay had 15 charges against
him.
It began at 4 a.m. on Oct 16. A man
heard a noise outside his house, and his
dog started barking. He looked out his
window and saw two men come out of
his neighbour’s shed. They went into
the Sugarloaf Towers on Dover Street
through the side entrance. He called the
police. At 5:15 a.m., the man got dressed
and went outside. He spoke with his
neighbour for a few minutes, and when
he returned, there was a man standing
at his entrance. Then another came out
from his yard.He yelled and started chasing after them.
He almost grabbed one by the shoulder, but he let go of his backpack. One of
the men tried to jump over a fence, but it
wasn’t steady, and he fell on the ground.
They got away, and the man called the
police again.The police realized the men
were going from house to house, so they
did a search of the area. They eventually spotted one of the suspects. An officer tried to catch him, but he kept losing
him. The officers decided to wait by the
apartment building, where they eventually saw one of the men leave. When he
got close enough the officer yelled,“stop,
police,” and the suspect took off running.
The suspect eventually started to cross
a river, but stopped, and was arrested. A
search of McKay’s apartment recovered
most of the stolen property, which consisted of small items easily sold, like cameras.More calls came throughout the day
saying multiple sheds were broken into,
even though, in some cases, nothing was
taken. Some cars had been broken into
as well.
McKay then failed to appear in court
and a warrant was issued for his arrest.
He was caught on Oct.31 in Moncton.He
was then brought back to Campbellton
on Nov. 4, where he pleaded guilty and
awaited sentencing.
“That morning of Oct. 16 people were
disturbed, a whole neighbourhood was
disturbed,” said Joanne Durette, the
Crown attorney at McKay’s sentencing.
Defence lawyer Terry Delaney focused
on the difficulties of McKay’s childhood,
the responsibilities he faces as a father
himself with a child with some medical
problems,and his plans to finish training
and go to Alberta.
“He wants to be involved and he tries
to assist the mother of his child,” Delaney
said.
“Going to the penitentiary will ruin
my life,” McKay said.
Dumas considered the principles of
sentencing, including restitution.
“To order restitution right now would
be dreaming in colour,” he said.
He also considered similar cases, and
the sentences associated with them.
“We must be mindful that there is a big
difference between breaking into a shed
and breaking into a residence,” he said.
Dumas also considered that McKay was on probation at the time, even
though his criminal record wasn’t very
long.
Dumas accepted a joint sentencing request, effectively giving McKay another
15 months in jail when four months already served in custody was taken into account.

